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Association promoting the pictograms
in the EU.

Members:
 ZAAO (Latvia)
 Circular Denmark (Denmark, 

Greenland & Faroe Islands)
 Avfall Sverige (Sweden)
 Samband (Iceland)
 Samfunnsbedriftene (Norway)
 KIVO (Finland)

Association for public waste companies in 
Denmark.

 Danish municipal waste association

 61 members – municipalites and municipal waste
companies.

 Working for the transition to a circular economy, 
green energy and  sustainable consumption.
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2017
• Development of 50+ 

pictograms for waste
collected at recycling
centers.

• First packaging on 
pictograms.

Timeline

2015
Pre-study: is it pos-
sible to harmonize
labels – and are
municipalites and 
producers 
interested?
• YES!

2016
• Development of 17 

pictograms for 
house-hold 
collection services.

• Launched january
2017

2018 - now
• Continual design 

of additional
pictograms.

• Nordic-Baltic
collaboration

• Promoting
pictograms in EU



Mandatory on 
bins

 Mandatory to use pictograms on bins 
for 10 specific waste fractions

 Applicable for both bins for 
household collection and 
commercial waste similar to 
household waste

 Link to statutory order on waste: 
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta
/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-
916b-7ccb9708923d
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Adjustment of glass color to 
increase contrast



Illegal from 2025 Illegal from 2021Color change



Revised
pictograms for 
wall insulation
materials, 2025.



 Promoting guidelines for 
producers and lobbying industry
associtiations and large producers.

 Guide for using pictograms can
be found here: 
https://www.affaldspiktogrammer.dk/emballage

https://www.affaldspiktogrammer.dk/emballage


Impact and effect
Does the pictograms work?



Sorting is up in 
Denmark
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Source: Danish Environmental Protection Agency, Waste 
statistics 2022.

Source: Municipality of Copenhagen: Citizens survey, waste – 2022. 1509 
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Survey in Copenhagen
The pictograms on waste bins make it easier
to sort correctly.
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Survey in Copenhagen
Pictograms on 
packaging makes it 
easier for me to sort 
waste correctly. 
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Survey in Copenhagen
Pictograms on 
packaging have helped
me sort packaging, I 
otherwise would not have 
sorted.
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Results from behavioural test in 
Copenhagen

21 apartment buildings in Copenhagen in a 17 
week study 

Three test groups and one control group - one 
test group received new waste signs with Nordic 
pictograms (pictogram, color, name).

 Residual waste dropped with 15,7 % due to 
increased sorting. 

 Residents saying they actively used pictograms 
as waste sorting guide increased from 4% to 
26% 

 When in doubt in how to dispose waste, more 
residents checked with the pictogram signs –
up with 22 %-points.

 Residents liked the uniformity in design and 
appearance, making it more pleasant to sort 
waste

 The number of residents who believed that 
almost all their neighbours sort their waste 
increased from 11% to 26%. 
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Test in Göteborg, Sweden

Tested in 2 months in different housing
companies in Göteborg.

Three different setups:
1. No change
2. New signs with waste pictograms
3. Nudging elements added

 When waste pictograms were added, it 
resulted in 11,4 % less residual waste on 
average.

 Nudging elements increased sorting, but not 
as much compared to just implementing the 
pictograms.
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How much
information is 
needed?
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Pictogram Pictogram +
photo
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photo + text

Correct sorting

Pictogram alone
Pictograms tested: plastic, metal, 
cardboard, paper, glass, food waste and 
residual waste.

Pictogram
and photo

Pictogram, photo, 
and additional
text
Participants spent on 
average 60 seconds longer 
deciding where to dispose
of the waste item1.602 participants. Source: BRO and Danish Ministry for 

Environment.

19



Report about
impact and 
effects
Read more about the different studies and the 
results in the report.

Can be found on: 
https://cirkulaer.dk/udgivelser/effekter-ved-
piktogrammer-affaldssortering 
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Harmonised waste
sorting labels in EU

EU



Deadline for harmonized symbols on receptacles: 
1st January 2028.

The Commission will have to adopt an 
implementing act on waste sorting: August 2026.

Adoption through comitology committee:
- Discussed in commitee with representatives

from all member states. Possibly a voting.
- Unclear if a larger public consultation will take

place.
- In Denmark, usually public consultation on the 

Danish governments opinion – but very short 
deadlines (few days).

EU harmonised
symbols

https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/adopting-eu-law/implementing-and-delegated-acts/comitology_en
https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/adopting-eu-law/implementing-and-delegated-acts/comitology_en




• Letter to comissioner Roswall
• Contact with director-general of 

DG ENV Florika Fink-Hooijer (new director-
general since then)

• VKU (Germany) supports the nordic-baltic
system

• Thorough feedback to JRC
• Dialogue with national industry

associations, EPAs and government
officials

What have we done?



Close the Glass Loop – joint circular economy
initiative by glass packaging producers and 
user - supports black-white symbols and no 
‘component’ logos.

Joint industry statement with over 70 
supporting associations against colors and 
text on packaging labels: 
https://www.eurocommerce.eu/2025/07/joint
-industry-statement-on-harmonised-waste-
sorting-instructions-for-packaging/

Other stakeholders
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Thank you!

Niels Toftegaard
Head of communications

T 2633 0462
E nt@cirkulaer.dk
www.cirkulaer.dk
www.eupicto.com
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Colors from 
first wave of 
picotgrams.

Colors introduced
with second wave
of pictograms.



Online sorting
guide with text

underneath
pictogram – for 
screen readers.

https://www.kredslob.dk/sorteringsguiden/madaffald


Example from mapping
of systems and colors
during development.



Copenhagen 
city color system 

(2010ish) Greater
Copenhagen area

2012

National system 
2016



More visual
presence in the 

nordic pictograms



Why are plastics/packaging not yellow?
Yellow is in some countries for plastic and/or 
packaging waste. However, yellow is also globally 
the color used for indicating biohazardous, 
infectious and radioactive waste. 

The intention is to have the pictogram system 
cover all waste fraction, and not just 
household/municipal waste fractions – so for 
example also waste from hospitals, medical 
centers and the life science industry. The yellow 
color is thus restricted for waste pictograms here.
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