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Association promoting the pictograms
in the EU.

Members:
ZAAO (Latvia)
Circular Denmark (Denmark,
Greenland & Faroe Islands)
Avfall Sverige (Sweden)
Samband (lceland)
Samfunnsbedriftene (Norway)
KIVO (Finland)

Brancheforeningen

Cirkulaer

Association for public waste companies in
Denmark.

» Danish municipal waste association

» 61 members — municipalites and municipal waste
companies.

» Working for the transition to a circular economy,
green energy and sustainable consumption.
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NEDRIKST MEST

sadzives atkritumus
Skidrumus

akmenus, smiltis
majdzivnieku izkarnjjumus
un pakaisus

koka izstradd@jumus
tekstilizstradajumus
pelnus un ogles
plastmasas iepakojumus
tdjas

mezZsaimniecibas
atkritumus

¢ lauksaimniecibas

f
—— O o ¢
4 , o atkritumus
‘ Fap:- ¢ medikamentus

« pbistamos atkritumus

SKIRO SAVUS ATKRITUMUS!

o
STATYBINIS BUITINIS VAIRAK SKATIT:
PLASTIKAS PUTPLASTIS SKI ROVI EGLI. I-v
Liefajos l R s\
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METALLIROMU
LARGE METAL OBJECTS

Clirkulzer
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2015 2016 2017 2018 - now

Pre-study:is it pos- + Development of 17 * Development of 50+ . Continual design
sible to harmonize pictograms for pictograms for waste of additional
labels —and are house-hold collected at recycling pictograms.
municipalites and collection services. centers. « Nordic-Baltic
producers collaboration
Interested?  Launched january * First packaging on « Promoting

YES! 2017 pictograms. pictograms in EU

Clirkulzer



BEK nr 573 af23/05/2024
Kapitel 14

lkraﬁ1ra&delses-og
a o r overgangsbestemmelser
a n Bilag 1

Indhcldsfortegnelse til
affaldsbekendtgzrelsen

[ J
I n s Ellag 2 ) Som madaffald Sorteres animalske 0g vegetahilske madrester, fodevarer der er blevet for gamle, fraskzey og skraller frg
Listen over affald, jf. § 3 nr. g og nr,
16 révarer til madlavning, kaffefilire my. Affaldet ma ikke indeholda uenskede stoffer, der ey skadeligt pa landhry gsjord eller

Bilag 3 sveert nedbrydelig, f eks. emballage, cigaretskod og aske.
Egenskaber, der ger affald farligt, jf,

53, o, 16 Pikrogram for madaffald-

Bilag 4

Former g metoder for

i ins
Mandatory to use pictograms on bi bortskaffelse f 5.3y 10

Bilag 5

for 10 specific waste fractions

nyttiggareise, 83 nr. 34

Bilag &
Sarteringskriteriar og CMYK So0go o
piktogrammer for affald fra

i r
Ap p | i Ca b | e fo r bot h b I n S fo husholdningeng erhvery, jf, §5 44 PANTONE 7482 C

9g 46 samt § 60, st. 2

household collection and Bilag 7

Bereg ningspunkter for

commercial waste similar to Seramenst of i

affaldsmaterialer, if.§53 nr.38

h O u Se h O | d Wa Ste o Senere =ndringer ] eller vide 0g snavset papir.
forskriften

Piktogram for Papiraffald-

0 Loveivning forskrifren

e: Vedrerer
Link to statutory order on wast : i



https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
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https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/573#ida0e48cab-e4d6-4a26-916b-7ccb9708923d

Adjustment of glass color to
Increqase contrast




lllegal from 2025

BLOD PLAST

Color change

PORCELAN

PORCELAN

lllegal from 2021

=

PAPIR & PAP

Clirkulzer



Revised

pictograms for
wall insulation
materials, 2025.

GLASULD STENULD

GLASULD STENULD

Clirkulzer



Primary choice if possible

» Promoting guidelines for
producers and lobbying industry
associtiations and large producers.

» Guide for using pictograms can
be found here:
https//www.affaldspiktogrammer.d



https://www.affaldspiktogrammer.dk/emballage

Does the pictograms work™?

Impact and effect

Cirkulaer



Survey in Copenhagen
The pictograms on waste bins make it easier

Sorting is up in to sort correctly.
Denmark 60%

Collection rate for 50% 49%
recycling - households
40%
40%
59%
55% 55%
51 3%
46% 48% 30%
20%
10% 7%
2% 3%
T ]
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Disagree Disagreeto Neutral Agree to Agree very
very much some some much
extent extent

Source: Municipality of Copenhagen: Citizens survey, waste — 2022. 1509
participants.



https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning
https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning
https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning
https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning
https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning
https://mst.dk/erhverv/groen-produktion-og-affald/affald-og-genanvendelse/affaldshaandtering/affaldsdata-og-affaldsdatasystemet/find-affaldsstatistikker-og-kortlaegning

70%

63%
60%

50%

Survey in Copenhagen

Pictograms on 40%

packaging makes it 30% —

easier for me to sort oo

waste correctly.

10%

5% o
* m
O% I
Disagree Disagreeto Neutral Agree to Agree very
very much some some much

extent extent




35%

31%
30%

PASY
25%

Survey in Copenhagen 22%

Pictograms on 20%
packaging have helped 15% 14%
me sort packaging, | "
otherwise would not have 6%
sorted. > I
0%
Disagree Disagreeto Neutral Agreeto Agree very
very much some some much

extent extent
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Results from behavioural test in

Copenhagen

21 apartment buildings in Copenhagen in a 17
week study

Three test groups and one control group - one
test group received new waste signs with Nordic
pictograms (pictogram, color, hname).

Residual waste dropped with 15,7 % due to
Increased sorting.

Residents saying they actively used pictograms
as waste sorting guide increased from 4% to
26%

When in doubt in how to dispose waste, more
residents checked with the pictogram signs —
up with 22 %-points.

Residents liked the uniformity in design and
appearance, making it more pleasant to sort
waste

The number of residents who believed that

almost all their neighbours sort their waste
increased from 11% to 26%.

Clirkulzer
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Test in Goteborg, Sweden

Tested in 2 months in different housing » When waste pictograms were added, it

companies in Goteborg,. resulted in 11,4 % less residual waste on
average.

Three different setups:

1. Nochange » Nudging elements increased sorting, but not

2. New signs with waste pictograms as much compared to just implementing the

3. Nudging elements added pictograms.

Clirkulzer
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How much
information is
needed?

Correct sorting
73%
72,50%
73%
72%
72% 71,20%
71%

70,60%

71%
70%

70%
Pictogram  Pictogram + Pictogram +
photo photo + text

1.602 participants. Source: BRO and Danish Ministry for
Environment.

MADAFFALD

Pictogram alone

Pictograms tested: plastic, metal,
cardboard, paper, glass, food waste and
residual waste.

MADAFFALD

Pictogram
and photo

MADAFFALD

Pictogram, photo,
and additional

text

Participants spent on
average 60 seconds longer
deciding where to dispose

Alt spiseligt: madrester, fraskar fra madvarer, fodevarer, .
der er for gamle mv. Herudover teposer, kaffefiltre, of the waste item

afskarne blomster og kekkenrulle.

Bliver til biogas og g@dning (afgasset biomasse og kompost).



abels on Products

Report about and waste
Impact and oePtacles to guige

Citizen waste sorting

effects o asodli

Nt of the impact of

tuitive Waste labels on
aste Sorting,

Read more about the different studies and the
results in the report.
April 2024

Can be found on:
https://cirkulaer.dk/udgivelser/effekter-ved-
piktogrammer-affaldssortering



https://cirkulaer.dk/udgivelser/effekter-ved-piktogrammer-affaldssortering
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https://cirkulaer.dk/udgivelser/effekter-ved-piktogrammer-affaldssortering
https://cirkulaer.dk/udgivelser/effekter-ved-piktogrammer-affaldssortering

Harmonised waste
sorting labels in EU



EU harmonised
symbols

Deadline for harmonized symbols on receptacles:
1st January 2028.

The Commission will have to adopt an
implementing act on waste sorting: August 2026.

Adoption through .
Discussed in commitee with representatives
from all member states. Possibly a voting.
Unclear if a larger public consultation will take
place.

In Denmark, usually public consultation on the
Danish governments opinion - but very short
deadlines (few days).



https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/adopting-eu-law/implementing-and-delegated-acts/comitology_en
https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/adopting-eu-law/implementing-and-delegated-acts/comitology_en

Wood and . Fibre-based . . Cardboard .
Glass Compostable cork Plastic composite Textile Residual Metal and paper Ceramic Hazardous

= ()
UNCOLOURED HOME WooD RIGID BEVERAGE TEXTILE RESIDUAL METAL CARDBOARD CERAMIC HAZARDOUS
GLASS OMPOSTAB PLASTIC CARTON

COLOURED INDUSTRIALLY CORK FLEXIBLE
GLASS OMPOSTAELE PLASTIC

in the EU

INDUSTRIALLY
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I some MS
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(for
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Other stakeholders

Close the Glass Loop - joint circular econocrjny
initiative by glass packagi.ng produclers a; '
user - supports black-white symbols an

‘component’ logos.

Joint industry statement with. over 7IO o
supporting associations against colors

text on packaging labels:

movement of Packaged goods in the Union, directly contradicting the recent Single Market
Strategy' where the European Commission identified divergent Packaging labels as one of the ten
most disruptive barriers to the internal market,

The latest version of the draft Joint Research Centre's (JRC) guidelines on EU waste sorting labels
continues to prioritise the yse of full-colour labels with accompanying text wh en used on
packaging. Although the draft offers some design options for a pictogram-based System, it
simultaneously proposes restricting the use of colour- and text-free alternatives to cases justified
by economic constraints, specific consumer readability needs, or to very small packaging.

packaging waste, and removing unnecessary burden for industry. Prioritising a labelling system
with full colour and text - which will require translation in one Or more national languages as
established by Member States? - directly contravenes these objectives, feopening the door to
divergent national requirements. As a consequence, a product would have to carry a label with up
10 24 local terms, alisp contravening the objective of the labelling scheme to make sorting
instructions clearer to consumers.

Different packaging labelling rules across Member States will result in operational inefﬁciencies,
higher costs, and consumer confusion. More critically, it will jeopardise the environmental angd

We therefore urge the Commission to reconsider the current direction of the JRC guidelines and
ensure that the future EY labelling system aligns with the goals of EU-wide harmonisation, large-
scale recyclability, and Protection of the Single Market.
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Thank you!

Niels Toftegaard
Head of communications

T 2633 0462
E nt@cirkulaer.dk
www.cirkulaer.dk

WWW.eupicto.com
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Brancheforeningen
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Colors from Colors introduced
ﬁ(st wave of with second wave
picotgrams. of pictograms.

Clirkulzer
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More visual
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Why are plastics/packaging not yellow?

Yellow is in some countries for plastic and/or
packaging waste. However, yellow is also globally
the color used for indicating biohazardous,
infectious and radioactive waste.

The intention is to have the pictogram system
cover all waste fraction, and not just
household/municipal waste fractions — so for
example also waste from hospitals, medical
centers and the life science industry. The yellow
color is thus restricted for waste pictograms here.
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